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CALFED Notlce of Intent to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement
;j 4 BAY-DEITA Notlce of Preparation to Prepare an Environmental Impact Report

PROGRAM March 1996

ng - effort focuses on ecosystem quality, wafer supply reliability,
d lnerabxhty of Delta levees and chartiels to natural

in. irll 1996 with a series of scoping meetings at vatious locations in
n back page). These meetings Will serve two o
he s¢ scoping meetings will Be used to solicit early input from ; \
pubhc. and agencies regarding alternatives, concerns, and issues to be-_
joint programmatic environmental impict statement/
fviic nmenfal!l pact report (EIS/EIR); and second, they will providean
or CALFED to explain the purpose of the Bay—Delta Program

‘dvho%v and when the public can participate

\ ;Efrmg Scopmg isa
1dent16/ public and agency. concernis, to define the d -

W d in defail i in the EIS/ET_ and o

mg
1 -allow you to look af maps and d1splays, sk questlons, and
Griton the issues you beliéve are impoitant.

Important Telephone Numbers. -

To receive additional scoping meeting notices or newsletters orto 1
be placed on the mailing list for public meetings, please call Ms. Beth : i
Chambers at (916) 657-2666. A telephone device for the hearing "
1mpa1red (TDD) is available from TDD phones at at 1-800-735-2929;
from voice phones at 1-800-735-2922.

To Comment: . -
Wiritten comments or concerns on the scope of alternatives, issues
to be addressed in the programmatic EIS/EIR, and impacts to be
considered should be sent no later than April 26,1996 to:

; ntinue: 3 . CALFED Bay-Delta Program
2 Servic CALFED can providea speaker for LE N . 1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155

on, of other oiganizat . ' - Sacramento, CA 95814
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P>~ CALFED
—a BAY-DELTA

the CALFED. Bay-IDeIta Program?
CALFE I Bay~DeIta Prograrn is an unprece en%ed cogperative "

£ Department of Fish and Game
California Environmental Protection Agency
tate Water Resources Control Board -

- s

= Federal agencies are:
~ Department of the Interior
- Bureau of Reclamation .
Fish and Wildlife Service

~“Environmental Protection Agency
ational Manne Flshenes Serv1ce i

he U A:my orpso Engmeers also has Jomed eCALFED team ,'

hensi erplan that WLH restore ecologlcal' alth and 1 improve .
management f(‘)r%eneﬁcml uses of the Bay- Delta 3 system:

Water Supply minimize conﬂ1ct among be; beneﬁcml uses of Bay- Delta
 system water and reduce the ‘mismatch between Bay-Delta water
uses dependent on the Bay—

What ls the Geographlc Scopg_of the:CALFED Bay-

Establishing an appropnate geographlc scope 1 essentml to the Programs
. success. Specifically, the geographic problem scope is the legally defined Delta,
Suisun Bay, and Suisun Marsh. The Program addresses problems that exist,
within these boundaries or are closely linked to this area, and refated
. management and beneficial economic and enwro;x‘rgental use of water, The

scope of possible solutions to the problems in the Bay-Delta system includes ar any
action that can be implemented or influenced by the CALFED agencies,

' regardless of whether its 1mp1ementat1on takes place Wlthln the Bay—Delta area. .'

The geographlc scope of alternanves bemg analyzed in the programmanc
EIS/EIR could include at least the Central Valley watershed, the Southern
Cahforma water systern and the Pacific Ocean.

0 Ba Sacramento (San ]oaqum efta Es; ary' s
argest estuary,on “the west coast. The Bay-Delta system

s, businesses,
1mphcat10ns

, Bl

';Ecosystem Qxahty ‘o improve and increase aquauc ‘and terresmalv

Geographlc @[f’

j_
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‘What Is an EIS? What Isan ER? ,
~ Anenvironmental impact statement (EIS) is a public document prepared by
- - afederal agency that provides 2 full and fair discussion of §ighificant environ- -

‘mental impacts that could occuir as 2 résult of a project, a_nd informs the decrsron '
 makers and the public of reasonable alternatives that viould avoid or minirize

(NEPA).

. Envrronmental Qr_ralrty Act (CEQZ_\_)

7 The state and federal agencies that make up CALFED 2 are working together
to prepare a joint document that meet both the state and federal requirements as
: etﬁcrently as possrble ; :

- CALFED is preparrng a pro rammatrc—level EIS/ E p

" NEPA znd CEQA. The programmatic EIS/EIR will focus on the broad policy
and resource allocation decisions that are required to implement the program.

" Because of the general nature of this type of EIS/EIR, the p process will be more
conceptual than'a project-specific environmental docume
document wrll have a more general discussion of 1 rmpacts,

' feasrbrlrty, cost, and beneﬁt The primary purpose of this document will be
to inform decision makers about the environmental dimer§ighs, particalarly the
* interrelated and cumulative consequences, of the alternatives. The document will
lead to the selection of a comprehensrve and balanced plan that addresses allof
_ the resource problems rdentlﬁed as concerns £ the Program

" What ls the Project"

system vulnerability. **

o , of water quality, ecosystem, quality, water supply, and Dell
suchas operatronal

o Each draft alternatrve isa combmatron of many actrons,

4 e T

Sacramento

“combined, solve many problems srmultaneously

d by the N 1 th ey Act
adyerse impacts. ArrEIS is g0verne y. the atronal En onmental Po CYACY v Puhhc mput and techmcal analyses. While the draft alternatrves vary in

- cither reoperation or restructuring.

* CALFED has drafted alternatrve solutrons for the fou 1dent1ﬁed Problems o

- environment and ways in which the significant impacts might be avoided ¢ or.
' mrtrgated After commients are feceived and reviewed, CALFED will - -

: prepared in this phase will be site-specific and may be shoit or may| be mo

~and pohcy changes ‘habitat ; restoratron, andw water flow ad}ustments that

together form a comprehensive solution to problems in the Bay -Delta. Each ‘.

draft alternative is designed to include a balanced 12y of actro‘

The draft alternatrves are subject to significant change based on further

astires or “core actrons that '
are already accepted by many stakeholders

£

habitat restoration in the Delta and upstrézm of the Delta,
~feduction in the effects that drversrons have on fish, -

_ma gement of anadromous fish, ,
“reduction in reliance on exports of water from the Delta, :
increase in water supply predictability, o
_ management of water quality, and

_improvements to 'systern relrabrlrty

Beyond their common core actions, the draft alternatives : range from
those that change the operation of the existing Bay-Delta system to those
_ that restructure the system itself. None of the draft altcrnatrves exclude

 What Are Some of the Specnflc lssues to Be
Resolved?

The followmg are srgmﬁcant issues that have bee
CALFED agencres

m oo ,,_,,,.

= 'dechmng fish populatrons
Delta water quality; ~ ™ ol
- agricultural and municipal water supphes and water qualrty,
health of the Delta ecosystem; :
levee stabrhty in the Delta; : o
flow and direction of water in the Delta arr_rtrrbutarres, S
landuses in the Dela; ' B
- wetland, upland, and aquatrc habrtats in the Delta and trrbutarres, s
upstream storage reservoirs; :
 recreation opportunities; and.
power generatron at upstream facilities,

Where Are We Headed"

~ CALFED is developmg alistof alternatrves that wrll be addressed in: the ,
EIS/ EIR. This list will be avarlable after Aprrl 1, 1996 and wrll be rnarled to -
everyone recervrng thrs nofice. .

CALFED will prepare the programmatrc draft EIS/EIR and crrculate
for a minimurn of 45-days for agency and public review. Reviewers will be
'+ requested to provide written comments on'the comprehensrveness and. -
¢+ accuracy. of the analysrs in 1dent1fymg and: analyzmg possible impacts on the

" prepare written responises to comments and publish the programmatic firial
EIS/EIR. Aftera preferred alternative is selected, that set of solution actiori
- will move into environmental reyiew of specific projects. The documents -

detarled dependmg on the prOJect and the issues,
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= kN SCOPING . If you need special assistance to participate in as
e,
B, PO | 'MEETING o

-SCHEDULE _

- Mark Your Calendar Now n

- Pauline Nevins at (916) 657-2666 as far in advancepof the scoping meeting as_
= possible; and not later than April 1, 1996, to enable CALFED to'make -
“<# reasonable arrangements to ensure access1b1hty to the meeting. If a request

~canno “be honored, the requestor will be notified.

ng'meeting, please call Ms.

:
i
i
;
i
'

. WHEN MEETING LOCATION COMMUNITY WHEN

COMMUNITY MEETING 'LocATmN -
Oakland Tuesday, April 9, 1996 MetraCenter Building San Diego Tuesday, April 16, 199 Red Lion Hotel/San Diego
o _ 700 pm.to 9:00 pm. Eighth and Madison Streets - : 700 pm. t0 9:00 pm.” 77450 Hazard Center Drive
‘Walnut Grove Wednesd;}g April 10,1996 JeanHarvie Seniorand | Long Beach Wednesday, April 17,1996~ LongBeach .
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m, Cominunity Center 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Renaissance Hotel
_ 14273 RIVCI' Road ' - 111 East Ocean Boulevard
Red Bluff Thursday, April 11, 1996 v‘ " N Pasadena . Wédnesday, April 17,19%. . . Holvida Inh >
o T00pmto9%00pm. _Commumty Center. . .. : ) , '7 00 pam.to 9 00 p m. - 303 East Cordova
.. Gadenside Room M B el
1500, South ]ackson oad . § - Bakersfield Thursday, Apnl 18, 1996 . Red L1on Inn S
: ' - 3100 Carnmo Del RlO Cour'

| "Monday, Apnl 15, 1996 ’ Red;Lion Tnn

Sacramento SRR |
' ' RE 00 p m. t09:00 pm.- 2001 Point West Way

— BAY.DELTA
PROGRAM

700 pam. 0900 pm. -

'  V LLE, Clerk-Recorder
DEPUTY

1416 Ninth Streef, Sui
Sacramento, CA »9ﬁ4

CALFED Oﬁlfe. L
information Hotliﬁ er 1916) 654-9924
FAX: (91§) 6E

Ad%;;gss Correction
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